
Welcome to English 10 with Ms. Wissler – Syllabus 
2021 – 2022 

 

Teacher Contact Information Office 

Ms. Alexandra (Lexie) Wissler Email:  
awissler@cherrycreekschools.org 

Room U301 
 
Office Hours: 

Phone: 720-886-6543 2A, 1B, 2B 

 

Course Information 
 

Course Description (description adapted from the Pre-AP English 2 Course Guide) 
Honors English 10 utilizes and adapts the Pre-AP English 2 course designed by CollegeBoard. Pre-AP 
courses are created to support students across varying levels of readiness. Partaking in these courses 
allows students to focus on the most essential, relevant concepts, and skills. Pre-AP English 2 
requires students to apply the practices of close observation, critical analysis, and appreciation of 
author’s craft to nonfiction and literary texts. As readers, students develop a vigilant awareness of 
how poets, playwrights, novelists, and writers of nonfiction alike masterfully manipulate language to 
serve their intended purposes. As writers, student compose nuanced analytical essays without losing 
sight of the importance of well-crafted sentences and a sense of cohesion. Each unit of Pre-AP 
English 2 culminates in a writing task that reflects the rigor of similar tasks students will eventually 
encounter on standardized writing exams, in AP English courses, and in college classes.  
 
 For each unit, Pre-AP 2 has a genre focus paired with mentor texts selected by individual 
 instructors. For this year, the unit genre studies and (accompanying texts) are as follows: 
 
  Unit 1: Moves in Argument (The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien + Choice novel) 
 

  Unit 2: Persuasion in Literature (Macbeth by William Shakespeare) 
 

  Unit 3: Voice in Synthesis (The Bus 57 by Dashka Slater + TBD) 
 

  Unit 4: Purpose in Poetry and Prose (The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie) 

 
  *Note: All units will be supplemented with relevant articles, short stories, narratives, and/or non-fiction  
  readings. Several of these texts contain mature content, such as racism, sexuality, justice, etc.  

 
Grading System – The grading breakdown is as follows: 
 
Practice Assignments (formative) – warm-ups, exit tickets, designated activities….……….0% 

➔ Practice is specifically designed to prepare students for summative assessments.   
 

Learning Checkpoints (formative) – 13 Pre-AP questions completed in class 2x/unit……….0%  
➔ LCs inform teachers if students need a challenge or review of content studied up to this point. 

 

Assessments (summative) – cumulative tasks demonstrating learning gained…………………85% 
➔  One grammar test and one vocabulary test per unit. Other summative assessments include tests, 

quizzes, projects/presentations, and/or extended writing assignments. Students will ALWAYS be 
informed and given appropriate completion time when something is summative.     

 

Performance Tasks (summatives in place of midterm/final)………………………………………………15% 
➔ Extended essays assessing students’ reading, writing, and analysis skills related to genre study  
 

***Retakes for grades under 93% are granted; students must meet with me to schedule a retake. 
 
 



Procedures 
 
 

To be successful and prepared for this class, students need a 1½ or 2-inch 3-ring binder, 5 tabbed 
dividers, one pack of college-ruled loose-leaf paper, a college-ruled notebook, and a pen or pencil. 
Highly encouraged: 3-4 highlighters & sticky notes (small or medium) 
 
The binder and its contents will stay in our classroom. Upon entering class, students will grab their 
binders and copy down the Daily Learning Goals displayed on the board. If students are not in 
their seats writing when the bell rings, they will be marked Tardy (defined as 0-10 minutes late 
in the GHS Code of Conduct). Once the bell rings, the daily class structure is as follows: 
 
Writer’s Warm-up – Daily free writing to an open-ended prompt  
 
Unit Genre Study lesson – adapted Pre-AP “constructing writing” genre lesson   
 
Language Study – A short grammar lesson and the documentation of a few vocabulary words will take 
place each day. 
 
Reading Study – Close reading and analysis skills will be developed in relation to our genre studies 
and novel.    
 
Reflection activity – Exit tickets/conversation logs that ask students to reflect upon the processes 
they used to accomplish their learning of the day.  
 

Policies and Expectations 
 

Responsible Freedoms Policy (written by our administration): “At Grandview, we believe in 
Responsible Freedoms for all. We are given the freedom to make responsible choices. We treat our 
students like the scholars they are, and we treat adults like the professionals they are. We are 
guided by the following principles: students first, seek first to understand, assume positive intent, be 
professional, bring solutions (not just problems), and celebrate each other. Our commitment is for 
everyone to have an inclusive and equitable experience, and we hold each other accountable to 
that. We assess learning, and we work together with the intent that each student will have the best 
possible experience and opportunity to succeed.”  
 

This is the approach and mentality that exists in my classroom. Disciplinary action will take place if 
the policies and expectations listed below become excessive problems (i.e. a student is addressed 
three or more times for infractions such as tardiness, inappropriate or excessive use of non-
educational technologies, inappropriate language, etc.). The disciplinary policy I will follow is to 
speak with a student individually the first time an issue arises, send an email or make a call home 
the second time, and refer students to a dean the third time. Major infractions (physical 
altercations, threatening/hate speech, etc.) will result in immediate referral to a dean and a call 
home. The following are our core classroom expectations: 
 

1) Come into class ready to learn. 
2) Stay engaged and be physically and mentally present during class time. 
3) If you are absent, you are responsible for obtaining and completing make-up work. 
4) Be kind to one another.     
5) Advocate for yourself. If you have questions, comments, concerns, come see me. My office door 

is always open, and I have an awesome table and chairs.   
  

***You may find more detailed information regarding each policy on our class Schoology page. These 
policies are subject to change over the course of the year as needed.   
 
 



Technology 
 

This year, students have their own computer given to them by the school. We ask that this computer 
comes to class with them every day (even if they have another device they use). Why? There are 
software and programs downloaded to each computer that students specifically have access to only 
on the school device. There are charging stations in every classroom (bring chargers to class as well). 
The computers will be used as learning tools a moderate amount. It is imperative that students know 
how to regularly use and access their CCSD email, Google Drive, Schoology, and PowerSchool. If for 
any reason you have trouble accessing these platforms, immediately email  
gvh-tech@cherrycreekschools.org. Our amazing tech team will help you in the order they receive 
your request.  
 
Accommodations 
 

All students with specific learning plans, needs, and reasonable requests will be honored. Make sure 
to communicate with me individually with any questions, comments, or concerns.   
  
Parent Communication and TalkingPoints 
 

TalkingPoints is an application that allows me (the teacher) to communicate with parents and/or 
students via text without giving out my personal phone number (which I will not do). It is a school-
based application that is easy to access and download to a cellphone. I get MANY emails and have 
found that TalkingPoints allows me to prioritize you and your student. Thus, I am requesting your cell 
phone numbers and permission to send messages via TalkingPoints to you and your student. Your 
numbers will not be given to or seen by anyone else. I also know parents are extremely busy (as am I) 
and have found this mode of communication has helped parents and students stay up-to-date with 
expectations, due dates, and questions that need answered.   
 
I won’t waste your time with mundane issues. I use TalkingPoints to communicate: 

➔ Important homework/assignment reminders; for student only: last minute info such as “Class 
has moved to the library” 

➔ Check-ins: If I need to speak with a parent, I find it is easier to send them a quick message 
about hours they are available. If a student has missed class more than two times in a row 
and it is unexcused, I may reach out to see if everything is okay. 

➔ Celebrations: I like to let parents and students know when they’ve done something 
particularly well in class (assignments, astute comments, kind gestures to others, etc.), so 
that you aren’t horrified when you see a message coming from me. It is often good news!   

 
Parents, likewise, may get in touch with me to 
 

➔ Request updates or meeting times 
➔ Ask questions and express comments/concerns 

 
If you are not interested in communicating through TalkingPoints, that is okay. Please know that if 
we are communicating via email, I will respond to you most likely before or after the school day.  
 
Parent Question: What is your goal for your child in English class this year? (Use the space provided.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please turn to the next page to fill out a permission slip form detailing TalkingPoints options and 
permission for your child to view media related to class content. 

mailto:gvh-tech@cherrycreekschools.org


Grandview High School 

Permission to View Film/Video/YouTube 

Dear Families, 

Occasionally, film/videos/YouTube clips are used in classroom curriculum in order to illustrate a particular curricular-related 

concept. Please return the permission slip below by 8/27/21. I am notifying you that throughout the school year, your 

child’s English class will be providing an opportunity to watch videos as a class with the following ratings:  

G, PG & NR Movies  

  

PG-13 Movies  

 

 

Topic under discussion to which Video/Film is relevant:  Films often provide students with a visual and artistic 

perspective on a classic tale. Some of the films and clips can often connect the story to more modern times.  By viewing 

clips of these movies, students will hopefully be able to make more real-life connections with challenging texts. This 

also provides a chance for students to apply a real-life skills, such as “critiquing” or writing a movie review. 

Instructional objective related to the scope and sequence of content standards:  

Colorado 9th/10 Reading Standard 2. Reading for All Purposes 

Literacy skills are essential for students to fully participate in and expand their understanding of today’s global society. Whether they are reading functional 

texts (voting ballots, a map, a train schedule, a driver’s test, a job application, a text message, product labels); reference materials (textbooks, technical 

manuals, electronic media); or print and non-print literary texts, students need reading skills to fully manage, evaluate, and use the myriad information 

available in their day-to-day lives. 

Sincerely,  

Lexie Wissler 

Grandview English Teacher 

     ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 ___ Yes, I give my student permission to view films related to classroom content and standards. 

 ___ No, I do not give my student permission to view films mentioned in this letter. I acknowledge that student may 

need an alternative assignment. 

 

___ Yes, I would like to communicate via TalkingPoints and would like messages regarding (circle all that apply): 

Assignment updates, important check-ins regarding my child, celebrations about my child.  

My cell phone number is _______________________  

___ No, I would not like to use TalkingPoints to communicate.  

 

Date:  ________ 

Student’s Name: _____________________________________ 

Parent Name: _______________________________________ 

Signature of Parent or Guardian:  _________________________________________ 


